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On Tuesday, October 23rd, 2018, at approximately 11: 34 AM, the San Francisco
Police Department’s Marine Unit heard a distress call originating from the Farallon
Islands to the United States Coast Guard reporting that a diver had been bitten by a
shark.

The SFPD Marine Unit headed towards the Farallon Islands to assist . Police
contacted the U.S. Coast Guard and learned that the victim was in stable condition
and was on a private vessel headed inbound towards the Golden Gate Bridge. The
USCG was coordinating a helicopter medivac.

The USCG helicopter responded and SFPD assisted in navigating it towards the
private vessel. The helicopter unit requested that a Marine Unit crew member board
the private vessel to assess the victim and to assist in hoisting him to the helicopter.
The diver stated that he was filming video when an approximately 17` great white
shark bit his right arm. The officer evaluated the wound and applied emergency first
aid to address the diver’s injuries.
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The victim was transferred from the private vessel to the San Francisco Police
Marine Unit and hoisted aboard the helicopter. The USCG helicopter transported the
injured diver to Stanford Medical Center for treatment.

The San Francisco Police Department is proud that our Marine Unit officers were able
assist our partners at the United States Coast Guard for their rapid response and
rendering of emergency aid to the injured diver.

Tags
Featured
Announcements
News Release
This news content is displayed in its original format and preserved for historical
reference. If you need assistance accessing this content in an accessible format,
please contact us.

Featured News

SFPD Investigates Southern District Homicide #26-027

March 13, 2026 | 4:00 PM
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

SFPD to Conduct DUI Saturation Patrol on Saturday, March
14th, 2026 #26-026

March 12, 2026 | 2:00 PM
Events
Featured
Announcements
News Release

SFPD Recognizes Officers of the Month for October, November
and December #26-025

mailto:sfpdweb@sfgov.org
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-investigates-southern-district-homicide-26-027
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-conduct-dui-saturation-patrol-saturday-march-14th-2026
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-conduct-dui-saturation-patrol-saturday-march-14th-2026
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-recognizes-officers-month-october-november-and-december
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-recognizes-officers-month-october-november-and-december


March 12, 2026 | 11:00 AM
Featured
Officer of the Month
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

SFPD Organized Retail Crime Task Force Arrests Suspects in
Multiple Theft Series #26-024

March 10, 2026 | 12:00 PM
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-organized-retail-crime-task-force-arrests-suspects
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-organized-retail-crime-task-force-arrests-suspects

