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“A democracy cannot survive as a permanent form of government. The average age
of the world’s greatest democratic nations has been 200 years. Each has been
through the following sequence:

From bondage to spiritual faith; From faith to great courage;

From courage to liberty;

From liberty to abundance;

From abundance to complacency; From complacency to selfishness; From
selfishness to apathy;

From apathy to dependency;

And from dependency back again into bondage.”

-British aristocrat Lord Macaulay; May 23, 1857
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