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On November 11, 2013, the San Francisco Police arrested Richard Koontz, a 72 year-
old resident of San Francisco, on multiple counts of arson. Koontz was arrested for a
series of arson incidents that spanned a 48 hour period.

The San Francisco Fire Department Bureau of Fire Investigations contacted the San
Francisco Police Arson Investigators on the morning of November 11, 2013, after a
series of early morning arson incidents in which Koontz was identified as a possible
suspect. Koontz was identified by evidence obtained tying him to numerous arson
incidents. Koontz was subsequently located and taken into custody without incident.

The collaborative efforts of Inspectors Stephen Engler, Edward Lobrado of the SFFD
BFI Unit, Inspector John Miller of the SFPD Arson Unit, and Northern and Central
Police Station Patrol units led to the arrest of a serial arsonist. Richard Koontz, of San
Francisco was arrested and booked for six counts of Possession of Flammable or
Combustible Material and six counts of Arson.

Anyone that has further information on these crimes is encouraged to call Police
Inspector John Miller at 415-920-2944 or the Anonymous Tip Line at 415-575-4444,
There is no booking photo available at this time, because there are several
identification matters pending.


https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsfpd-arrest-serial-arsonist
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=SFPD%20Arrest%20Serial%20Arsonist&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsfpd-arrest-serial-arsonist
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsfpd-arrest-serial-arsonist&title=SFPD%20Arrest%20Serial%20Arsonist
mailto:?subject=SFPD%20Arrest%20Serial%20Arsonist&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsfpd-arrest-serial-arsonist
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/print/pdf/node/13911

Tags

Crime News & Tips

Announcements

News Release

This news content is displayed in its original format and preserved for historical
reference. If you need assistance accessing this content in an accessible format,
please contact us.

Featured News

SFPD Seeking Public's Assistance in Locating Person of Interest

in Elderly Assault Case #26-008

January 23, 2026 | 4:00 PM
Featured

Crime News & Tips
Announcements

News Release

SFPD Makes Arrest in 2024 Mission District Homicide #24-
083(a)

January 23, 2026 | 3:30 PM
Featured

Crime News & Tips
Announcements

News Release

SFPD Arrests Suspects in Sideshow, Seizes lllegal Assault Rifle,
and Tows Vehicles #26-007

January 21, 2026 | 8:00 AM
Featured

Crime News & Tips
Announcements

News Release


mailto:sfpdweb@sfgov.org
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-seeking-publics-assistance-locating-person-interest-0
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-seeking-publics-assistance-locating-person-interest-0
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-makes-arrest-2024-mission-district-homicide-24-083a
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-makes-arrest-2024-mission-district-homicide-24-083a
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-arrests-suspects-sideshow-seizes-illegal-assault-rifle
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-arrests-suspects-sideshow-seizes-illegal-assault-rifle

SFPD Homicide Detail Leads Investigation after Victim
Succumbs to Injuries #26-006

January 18, 2026 | 6:00 PM
Featured

Crime News & Tips
Announcements

News Release


https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-homicide-detail-leads-investigation-after-victim
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-homicide-detail-leads-investigation-after-victim

