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Traffic Safety: Wipers ON, Headlights
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We have a number of rainy days ahead of us. So let’'s be pro-active and keep our
streets safe. California Vehicle Section 24400(b), which is the enforcement section,
requires that headlights are on during darkness, during inclement weather, and/or
when visibility is less than 1000 feet.

Headlamps on Motor Vehicles

24400. (a) A motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, shall be equipped with at least
two headlamps, with at least one on each side of the front of the vehicle, and,
except as to vehicles registered prior to January 1, 1930, they shall be located
directly above or in advance of the front axle of the vehicle. The headlamps and
every light source in any headlamp unit shall be located at a height of not more than
54 inches nor less than 22 inches.

(b) A motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, shall be operated during darkness, or
inclement weather, or both, with at least two lighted headlamps that comply with
subdivision (a).

(c) As used in subdivision (b), “inclement weather” is a weather condition that is
either of the following:

(1) A condition that prevents a driver of a motor vehicle from clearly discerning a
person or another motor vehicle on the highway from a distance of 1,000 feet.
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(2) A condition requiring the windshield wipers to be in continuous use due to rain,
mist, snow, fog, or other precipitation or atmospheric moisture.

Tags

Announcements

News Release

This news content is displayed in its original format and preserved for historical
reference. If you need assistance accessing this content in an accessible format,
please contact us.

Featured News

SFPD Investigates Southern District Homicide #26-027

March 13, 2026 | 4:00 PM
Featured

Crime News & Tips
Announcements

News Release

SFPD to Conduct DUI Saturation Patrol on Saturday, March
14th, 2026 #26-026

March 12, 2026 | 2:00 PM
Events

Featured
Announcements

News Release

SFPD Recognizes Officers of the Month for October, November
and December #26-025

March 12, 2026 | 11:00 AM
Featured

Officer of the Month

Crime News & Tips
Announcements

News Release


mailto:sfpdweb@sfgov.org
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-investigates-southern-district-homicide-26-027
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-conduct-dui-saturation-patrol-saturday-march-14th-2026
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-conduct-dui-saturation-patrol-saturday-march-14th-2026
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-recognizes-officers-month-october-november-and-december
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-recognizes-officers-month-october-november-and-december

SFPD Organized Retail Crime Task Force Arrests Suspects in

Multiple Theft Series #26-024

March 10, 2026 | 12:00 PM
Featured

Crime News & Tips
Announcements

News Release


https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-organized-retail-crime-task-force-arrests-suspects
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-organized-retail-crime-task-force-arrests-suspects

