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SFPD Arrest Two Suspects for
Soliciting Sex from a Minor
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In early January 2016, the SFPD Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) unit was
made aware of two individuals who were attempting to have sexual contact with a
fourteen year old girl through online social media.

During the investigation it was determined that the individuals had both attempted
to send graphic sexual images and videos to the child.

After a lengthy investigation, both suspects were taken into custody on February 25,
2016, when they attempted to meet with and have sexual contact with the child. 
The arrests were made by the SFPD Internet Crimes Against Children unit with
assistance from investigators from the San Francisco District Attorney’s
Investigations Division and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Taken into custody are the following suspects:

Mark Berenstein, 43 year old male, San Mateo resident. Berenstein was charged by
the District Attorney’s office with: 

288.2(a)(2) PC (Felony) – Sending harmful material to a minor. (4 Counts)
288.4(a)(1) PC (Misdemeanor) – Arranging a meeting with a minor for sexual
contact.
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288.4(B) PC (Felony) – Going to an arranged meeting with a minor for sexual
contact.

Xi Yuan Lin, 39 year old male, San Carlos resident. Lin was charged by the District
Attorney’s office with: 

288.2(a)(2) PC (Felony) – Sending harmful material to a minor
288.4(a)(1) PC (Misdemeanor) – Arranging a meeting with a minor for sexual
contact.
288.4(B) PC (Felony) – Going to an arranged meeting with a minor for sexual
contact.

Attached are Berenstein and Lin’s booking photos.

Although arrests have been made, anyone with additional information is urged to
contact the SFPD anonymous tip line at (415) 575-4444, text a tip to TIP411 with
SFPD at the beginning of the message

Tags
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release
This news content is displayed in its original format and preserved for historical
reference. If you need assistance accessing this content in an accessible format,
please contact us.

Featured News

SFPD’s Honda Unit Arrests Suspected Drug Dealer 25-159

Diciembre 23, 2025 | 1:30 PM
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

SFPD Announces Arrests Made In Most Recent Retail Theft
Operations in the South of Market Neighborhood since

mailto:sfpdweb@sfgov.org
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpds-honda-unit-arrests-suspected-drug-dealer-25-159
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-announces-arrests-made-most-recent-retail-theft
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-announces-arrests-made-most-recent-retail-theft


Increased Enforcements at the Beginning of This Year 25-158

Diciembre 22, 2025 | 1:00 PM
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

UPDATE: Stolen French Bulldog “Hank” Located 25-154(b)

Diciembre 19, 2025 | 1:15 PM
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

SFPD Arrests Suspect who Stole French Bulldog “Hank” 25-
154(a)

Diciembre 18, 2025 | 4:30 PM
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-announces-arrests-made-most-recent-retail-theft
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/update-stolen-french-bulldog-hank-located-25-154b
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-arrests-suspect-who-stole-french-bulldog-hank-25-154a
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-arrests-suspect-who-stole-french-bulldog-hank-25-154a

